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Contemporary investments targeting urban real estate and the ocean floor—on the impacts  
of appropriating and exploiting common property on our societies

Who owns the cities? Who owns the land? Who owns the ocean floors? Privatization of 
urban land has a considerably longer history than schemes to make the deep sea available 
for private use. Urban landscapes have long been a focus of private investors. But only re-
cently have we begun to witness heightened investor interest in the ocean floor, for example 
by companies aiming to mine deep-sea minerals essential to the production of batteries for 
electric vehicles. What fundamental issues link residential urban real estate and deep-sea 
minerals as fields of investment — and what are the far-reaching implications of privatiza-
tion for societies worldwide?

On the surface, it might seem that nothing could be farther apart, geographically and 
otherwise, than urban spaces and the deepest reaches of the world’s oceans. But urgent and 
fundamental issues related to how they are being evaluated and utilized connect the two. 
And resistance to investments in these two sectors is growing. In Germany, fierce debates 
about urban land usage are underscored by the success of a referendum launched in Berlin 
by a citizens’ initiative — Deutsche Wohnen & Co. Enteignen — calling for expropriation 
of the property of private real-estate companies with 3,000 or more residential rental units 
in the city. And coalitions like the Sustainable Ocean Alliance are mobilizing to campaign 
against mining the deep-sea bed. The concept of habitability is acquiring a central role in 
shaping planetary policies. 

Isabel Feichtner analyzes how land is distributed and utilized and what role legal norms 
play in these processes. Moreover, her topical book reveals how rights and counter-rights 
can and should be used to reclaim commons and joint property.

Isabel Feichtner is a professor of public law and international economic law at the University of Würzburg. 
During the academic year 2023/2024 she headed the research program Reclaiming Common Wealth: Towards a 
Law and Political Economy of Land Commons at The New Institute in Hamburg. Her research centers on inter­
national economic law, transnational commodity law, monetary and financial law, and the law of commons.

Isabel Feichtner
Resources: Exploitation and Commoning

Bodenschätze. 
Über Verwertung und 
Vergesellschaftung
ca. 57 000 words / 200 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-393-3
November 2024

Available rights
All languages
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»As a rule, problems that one must confront in the present are not as new as one fears,  
and one often fears them merely because they are assumed to be new.«

War and violence, antisemitism, freedom of speech: these are topics that preoccupy us to-
day, but they are by no means new. In three speeches characterized by their striking clarity, 
Jan Philipp Reemtsma analyzes contemporary phenomena by outlining how they are 
linked to historical events and debates. 

In the first of his texts, he draws on the work of Christoph Martin Wieland to discuss 
an understanding of the Enlightenment as an ongoing dialog. The second is concerned 
with the history and present-day manifestations of antisemitism. In his final contribution, 
Reemtsma focuses on the issue of containing military violence, especially against noncom-
batants, from the Sack of Magdeburg, the worst massacre of the Thirty Years’ War, to armed 
conflicts in the twentieth and twenty-first century, up to the Hamas’ attacks of October 
2023 and the ensuing war in Gaza.

Contents 
·	� »Tell me, am I right?«: Christoph Martin Wieland on the freedom of the press  

as synonymous with »Enlightenment«
·	 Antisemitism – what need is there to explain?
·	 Magdeburg or revulsion

Jan Philipp Reemtsma is a literary scholar and holds an honorary professorship for German literature at the 
University of Hamburg. He founded the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and was its director until 2015.  
He has published widely on topics from literary studies, the social sciences, and history and is the recipient of 
numerous German and international awards for his publications and his work in academia and the public 
sphere.

Jan Philipp Reemtsma
»Tell me, am I right?«: Three Speeches about Old Problems in the Present 

»Sagt, hab ich recht?«. 
Drei Reden zur Gegenwart  
alter Probleme
12 500 words / 96 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86854-396-4
June 2024

Available rights
All languages
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»What is remarkable about [this book] is not just the conceptual clarity with which the  
three authors Jens Kersten, Claudia Neu, and Berthold Vogel make their argument  
and theoretically contextualize terms that are present throughout everyday discourse.  
The book also draws on a interpretations of this data.«  
— Till Schmidt, die tageszeitung

While increasing numbers of people have experienced feelings of loneliness and isolation 
from others since the Covid epidemic, this tendency could be observed well before 2019. 
Social relationships seem to be disintegrating, familiar places and structures are disappear-
ing. Perception of such changes can provoke resentment and turn into mistrust of people 
and institutions. In societies in which loneliness is rampant, aggressive responses to reforms 
and changes become more frequent. In many cases, loneliness and resentment become a 
breeding ground for authoritarian attitudes across the entire political spectrum. Populist 
and right-wing extremist parties seize opportunities to present their offer of a sense of com-
munity in the face of a supposedly cold and unfeeling society ruled by inaccessible higher 
powers.

The three authors of this volume bring together their experience and expertise to illu-
minate the connections between loneliness and resentment as a growing threat to democ-
racy in various parts of contemporary society. Among the factors that play a decisive role in 
shaping the relationship between loneliness and resentment are status, space, and political 
contexts. According to Kersten, Neu and Vogel, only a democracy with strong public insti-
tutions can devise measures to counter such processes of radicalization.

Jens Kersten is a professor of public law and governance at the Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich.

Claudia Neu is a professor of rural sociology at the University of Göttingen and the University of Kassel.

Berthold Vogel is the director of the Sociological Research Institute (SOFI, Göttingen) and teaches sociology  
at the universities of Göttingen, Kassel, and St. Gallen (Switzerland). 

Jens Kersten | Claudia Neu | Berthold Vogel 
Loneliness and Resentment

Einsamkeit und Ressentiment
ca. 25 000 words / 184 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-387-2
May 2024

Available rights
All languages
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»This slim book packs a punch. Although not meant to be a textbook or introductory text, 
much less an encyclopedia of forms of consciousness, it is a nearly unrivaled introduction to 
ways of looking at the world ›globally‹.« — Jürgen Osterhammel, Neue Politische Literatur

»Kuchenbuch’s book is a worthwhile read… It shows that many current discussions about 
global contexts are rooted in a long historical tradition and that some arguments may  
seem more plausible only because they have prioritized in global consciousness for so long—
not because they’re better.« — Katja Scherer, Deutschlandfunk Andruck 

Disrupted supply chains, flight and migration, critiques of »cosmopolitan elites«: controver-
sies over globalization as well as, more recently, deglobalization, have become ubiquitous in 
recent decades. But debates about the advantages and disadvantages of global interdepen-
dencies in fact have a more than 150-year history. The dominant perspectives were at times 
euphoric, at times mostly pessimistic, especially since the profound shift in Western Euro-
pean and American concepts of the global in the 1970s and 1980s. David Kuchenbuch’s 
concise historical survey dissects and defuses these highly charged debates. His approach 
centers on »globalisms« — in the plural form — as global ways of thinking, indeed as a kind 
of global consciousness, and from the outset incorporates critiques of globalization into this 
account.

Kuchenbuch retraces the changing history of global thinking within transatlantic mo-
dernity by reconstructing the social milieus, cultural constellations, and political processes 
of mobilization from which globalisms emerged. He reconsiders phenomena such as the 
utopian hopes associated with the post-1945 notion of a peaceful »One World« or the wide-
spread concerns in the 1970ies about »global interdependencies«. Experts’ attempts to ad-
dress social, economic, and environmental problems globally met with countercultural 
criticism of the ideologies of growth, materialism, and ethnocentrism. This concise and 
readable book reveals just how deeply various facets of the history of global thinking con-
tinue to shape contemporary discourse and agendas in the era of global warming and other 
worldwide issues.

David Kuchenbuch is a historian who lectures and conducts research in the Department of History at  
Justus-Liebig-University, Giessen, and is also the research coordinator of the department’s Working Group  
on the History and Theory of Global Capitalism. 

David Kuchenbuch
Globalisms: The Past and Present of Global Thinking

Globalismen. Geschichte  
und Gegenwart des globalen 
Bewusstseins
ca. 54 000 words / 248 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-370-4
September 2023

Available rights
All languages
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Three decades after the Maastricht Treaty, German-British scholar Kiran Klaus Patel and 
award-winning writer Ingo Schulze reflect on the impacts and interactions of German unity 
and European integration

»These two very different forms of union were inextricably intertwined. They expedited and 
fed on one another;  they were at once mutual exigencies and responses, relief and burden.« 
— Kiran Klaus Patel 

»Western Europe played a specific role in our conversations at the time, not only as a place we 
longed for. It represented, very generally speaking, the hope that we could advance German-
German rapprochement by pursuing European integration.«   — Ingo Schulze

»In this unusual book, an intertextual conversation of a very special kind emerges.«  
— Thorsten Holzhauser, H-Soz-Kult

When the former German Democratic Republic was united with the West German state, 
East Germany also became part of the European unification process. This process had gained 
momentum, beginning in the 1980s, and accelerated when the Maastricht Treaty establishing 
the European Union was signed in February 1992. 
	 Much has been written about the fall of the Berlin Wall. But the interactions between the 
»establishment of German unity« and European integration have failed to attract similar 
attention, despite their far-reaching impacts. German unification played a crucial role the 
much-discussed, controversial project of a European monetary union—an undertaking 
implemented without the direct participation of citizens in eastern and western Europe. And 
within the borders of the former East German state, economic actors had to quickly adapt 
to the rules and regulations of the European Community. How did these and associated 
developments affect people in the former East Germany? 
	 Historian Kiran Klaus Patel, a leading expert on the history of the European Union, and 
award-winning German writer Ingo Schulze explore these and other questions in comple-
mentary essays and reflect on burdens and opportunities, on common ground and differ-
ences. The result is an impressive, instructive, and very personal book that sheds new light 
on Europe and the watershed years that came in the wake of 1989.
	
Kiran Klaus Patel, born in Villingen in West Germany in 1971, is a German-British historian and professor of nine­
teenth- and twentieth-century European history at Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich. His acclaimed book 
Project Europe: A History was published in German in 2018 and in English in 2020. Patel was the Scholar-in-Resi­
dence in Hamburg in 2021, as part of a program conducted by the Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt Foundation 
and the Europa-Kolleg. 
Ingo Schulze, born in Dresden in 1962, is an internationally aclaimed writer and essayist who lives in Berlin. His 
numerous novels and short stories have been translated into thirty languages and received national and interna­
tional awards. Schulze is a member of the Academy of Arts, Berlin, the German Academy for Language and Poetry, 
Darmstadt, and the Saxon Academy of Arts, Dresden.

Kiran Klaus Patel / Ingo Schulze
Twice Connected, Half United: East Germany’s Accession to  
West Germany and to the European Community

Doppelt verbunden, halb 
vereint. Der Beitritt der DDR  
zur BRD und zur Europäischen 
Gemeinschaft
ca. 19 000  words, 128 pages
ISBN978-3-86854-353-7
Hardback, February 2022

Available rights
All languages
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Examines the new culture of unpaid work from a sociological perspective, focusing on shifts  
in the interactions between care work, the welfare state, and the economy

»Their book is a significant contribution to the analysis of contemporary capitalism and a 
strong appeal in favor of maintaining state-guaranteed infrastructure that is strictly anchored 
in society.« — Tania Martini, die tageszeitung 

Neighbors helping neighbors, volunteer fire fighters, care sponsorships, food banks, initia-
tives to aid refugees, crowdsourcing: unpaid work has many faces and a positive image-and 
it occurs throughout society, not just in private households. With the creation of »care gaps« 
due to demographic and social change and the restructuring of the welfare state, associations, 
clubs, initiatives, and neighborhood or digital networks are increasingly being called upon 
to step in. Functions previously fulfilled by public entities or professionals are delegated to 
civil society, and social rights are reframed as social gifts.

Silke van Dyk and Tine Haubner use the term »community capitalism« to label these 
developments and to point to a key question: what changes are reconfiguring the relation-
ship between the market, the state, families, and civil society? Are we witnessing an infor-
malization of work and care in the guise of new communality? What role do social move-
ments play in this ongoing process? And what are the impacts on our understanding of social 
rights? The authors not only analyze the downsides of community capitalism and address 
their significance in the face of neoliberal crises. They end by considering prospects for al-
ternatives based on solidarity.

Silke van Dyk is a professor of political sociology and director of the Institute for Sociology, Friedrich Schiller 
University Jena. 
Tine Haubner  is a researcher  in the Department of Political Sociology , Friedrich Schiller University Jena.

Silke van Dyk / Tine Haubner
Community Capitalism

Community-Kapitalismus 
ca. 38 000 words , 176 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-354-4
Hardback, September 2021

Available rights
All languages
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»Irritating sentences like ›The most populist of all systems ever conceived is democracy‹ make 
Daniel’s book an absolutely worthwhile read, because they draw the academic reader out of 
his discursive comfort zone.«  — René Schlott, Der Tagesspiegel

According to the predominant and persistent heroic narrative about the history of parlia-
mentary democracy, this form of government triumphed thanks to our political predeces-
sors, who fought for their rights. The pressure brought to bear by political movements 
launched and sustained by determined women and men from the bourgeoisie and the work-
ing class demanding civil rights—especially the right to vote—forced the nobility and the 
ruling classes to grant a large part of the population participatory rights.
	 Of course, these courageous men and women and these protest movements and voting 
struggles are not just myths but indeed historical realities. But as Ute Daniel emphasizes, 
their influence on political developments in the nineteenth century was to a large extent 
quite marginal. Parliamentary forms of government emerged not so much as a result of 
participatory-democratic activism but for quite different reasons. In this essay, the author 
explores these factors, focusing on Germany and Great Britain, and sketches an alternative, 
post-heroic political history of parliamentary democracy.
	 According to this post-heroic narrative, the parliamentarian system, as it developed in 
the nineteenth century, was designed primarily to create conditions that would ensure effec-
tive governance. It was not, and was not intended to be, an answer to the question of how 
broad participation of the general population in political processes might best be imple-
mented.
	 A Post-heroic History of Democracy retraces the fascinating contradictions between ideal-
ized notions about parliamentary democracy and its reality in recent history. Historian 
Daniel’s insights are pertinent to current debates about how parliamentary democracies can 
be »trained« to achieve other goals than simply producing functioning governments. She 
thus contributes to exploring how a post-heroic narrative can indeed help to create oppor-
tunities for developing participatory forms of democracy in today’s world. 

Ute Daniel is a professor of modern history at the Technical University of Braunschweig. Her research and writing 
focus on issues in European cultural and social history. She has published on historiographical theory and meth­
odology and on a wide range of historical topics and periods in modern history, including the two world wars, 
consumerism, royal courts and their theaters, gender history, and the history of the media, propaganda, and war 
reporting. 

Ute Daniel
A Post-Heroic Perspective on the History of Democracy

Postheroische  
Demokratiegeschichte
ca. 26 500  words, 165 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-345-2
Hardback, March 2020

Available rights
All languages
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· Geisteswissenschaften International Award, translation funding German-to-English

»Social science studies on money have exploded over the last ten to fifteen years, including in 
Germany. […] Two recent publications have established Aaron Sahr as a key reference among 
the younger generation of researchers on money – Das Versprechen des Geldes (2017a) and 
Keystroke-Kapitalismus (2017b).« — John Wilkinson, Federal Rural University of Rio de Janeiro

Total global wealth currently amounts to about 256 trillion US dollars, a figure about eight 
hundred times higher than Germany's national budget. On the other side of the balance 
sheet is the record total of some 152 trillion dollars in private debt. And the distribution of 
both debt and wealth is increasingly uneven.	
	 Probing the interrelationship of private wealth, debt, and economic inequality, Aaron 
Sahr uncovers, in the »engine room of capitalism«, a para-economic source for the genera-
tion of wealth: private banks' money-creation privilege. Today, private banks produce 
money out of nothing with a simple keystroke. Sahr argues that this unusual privilege 
mostly benefits a minority that is in a position to appropriate the returns of this »keystroke 
system«. It is essential to understand the channels through which this appropriation 
works, what it means for our understanding of capitalism, and how the issues raised 
should be dealt with. 	
	 Aaron Sahr reconstructs how the banking system has become disengaged from demand 
for capital assets. He dissects the errors in reasoning that conceal the transfer character of 
the financial system and describes the para-economic mechanisms that exacerbate eco-
nomic inequality.	
	 Addressing all those interested in a critical examination of contemporary political 
economy, this book demonstrates why the focus of debates should move beyond discus-
sion about introducing taxes on wealth, capping exorbitant executive salaries, or imposing 
limits on financial speculation. Instead, Sahr emphasizes, we need to talk about the »en-
gine room of capitalism«—that is, about reforming the means by which money is gener-
ated. Ultimately, ongoing developments will force us to decide whether democratic societ-
ies should reclaim the sovereign right to create money. If we wish to counter growing 
inequality, he argues, there is no real alternative. 

Aaron Sahr is a sociologist and researcher at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and an adjunct professor at 
Leuphana University, Lüneburg. He is the first recipient (2019) of the Franz Xaver Kaufmann Award conferred on an 
outstanding early-career sociologist by the University of Bielefeld's Department of Sociology. His work focuses on 
sociological and economic theories of money, banks and the credit system, international accounting standards, 
and theories of finance capital.

Aaron Sahr
Keystroke Capitalism: Inequality and the Creation of Money

Keystroke-Kapitalismus. 
Ungleichheit auf Knopfdruck 
ca. 37 000 words, 176 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-315-5
Hardback, September 2017 

Rights sold
World English (Verso Books)
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»Wildt's small but content-rich book is more than a pamphlet against the AfD and its way of 
thinking. It offers an excellent, focused review of the various concepts of Volk and Volks
gemeinschaft ... and shows how problematic the definition of the people, as a fundamental 
category for democracy, really is.« — Jörn Retterath, H-Soz-Kult

In Hitler's Volksgemeinschaft and the Dynamics of Racial Exclusion, Michael Wildt explored 
how the Nazi concept of Volksgemeinschaft, a »community of the people«, shaped political 
practice, as Germans exclued and attacked Jewish fellow citizens, verbally and physically. 
	 Concerned about right-wing populist political movements and their attempts to revive 
Volksgemeinschaft and similar ideas, Wildt returns to these concepts in this essay. The far-
right party Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) asserts they should be »positively conno-
tated«—and misquote Wildt to back up their views.
	 Wildt offers a concise survey of the people as the centerpiece of democracy and how the 
concept relates to key political and philosophical ideas—demos, sovereignty, nationhood, 
community. Moving from Athens to the American Federalist-Antifederalist debate, from 
Hobbes to Tonnies to Carl Schmitt, the author reviews ongoing controversies: Who should 
belong to the people? How can the people express its will and wield power? Why has support 
for self-determination led to demands for ethnically homogeneous nation-states?
	 In the early twentieth century, Volksgemeinschaft and other similiar ideas were embraced 
across the political spectrum, by liberals, conservatives, and social democrats, not only in 
Weimar Germany but elsewhere in Europe, for example in Sweden with its folkhemmet idea. 
Wildt warns that a definition of »the people« based on a purportedly shared culture rather 
than political equality and citizens' rights promotes exclusion and radicalization and fails to 
reflect today's political realities. Instead, he argues contemporary democracies should center 
on individuals with equal rights that are recognized globally, independent of where people 
live or where they were born.

»Michael Wildt is one of the most innovative historians of contemporary history working in Germany today. ... His 
scholarship is marked by imaginative questions and answers that are arrestingly original, patiently reconstructed, 
close to the sources, and justly influential.« — Yad Vashem Studies about  Hitler's Volksgemeinschaft and the Dynamics 

of Racial Exclusion, first published in German by Hamburger Edition

Michael Wildt is a historian and professor of modern German history at Humboldt University, Berlin, and was pre­
viously a research fellow at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and the International Institute for Holocaust 
Research, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem. His work on Nazi Germany, the Holocaust, and racial ideology are widely cited. 
Two of his books first published by Hamburger Edition are available in English: Hitler’s Volksgemeinschaft and the 
Dynamics of Racial Exclusion: Violence against Jews in Provincial Germany, 1919–1939, Berghahn Books and An 
Uncompromising Generation: The Nazi Leadership of the Reich Security Main Office, University of Wisconsin Press.

Michael Wildt
»Volk«, »Volksgemeinschaft«, AfD

Volk, Volksgemeinschaft, AfD  
ca. 26 000 words, 159 pages
ISBN 978-3-86854-309-4
Hardback, March 2017 

Available rights
 All languages
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»A concise book that dissects the logic of generating profits in the digital economy.»   
— Louisa Reichstetter, DIE ZEIT

»Even some Silicon Valley companies are beginning to support the idea of a guaranteed basic 
income for all, because they hope it will secure the consumer demand that they are endanger-
ing with their own business model.» — Philipp Staab

Digitalization is the buzzword of the decade. Some link the disruptive potential of digital 
innovations to hopes for new sources of unlimited growth. Others fear massive job losses 
and a dramatic increase in social inequality.

Philipp Staab analyzes the leading digital economy companies and their international 
business model. Beginning with a brief review of the history of Google, Apple, Amazon, and 
other top players, he elucidates the ideology of digital capitalism and contrasts this with the 
economic imperatives that the digital economy faces. The strategies pursued by these corpo-
rations target a critical fault line in today's economic system. Since the end of Fordism, the 
development of consumption in highly developed OECD countries has been unable to keep 
pace with increases in productivity. Digital capitalism key aim is to counter this systematic 
weakness in contemporary consumer demand, as a characteristic of today's capitalist econo-
mies, by rationalizing consumption.

In the process, however, contradictions are generated that exacerbate the problem that 
this strategy was designed to solve. Staab identifies this consumption dilemma of today's 
digital capitalism as a problem that could effectively transform the growth potential of digi-
talization into an inverse trend. The hopes raised by digital capitalism may soon prove to be 
false promises.

I Introduction
II From the political economy of the twentieth century to digital capitalism
III Digital ideology - digital economy
IV From the rationalization of production to efficient consumption
V Digitalization and social inequality
VI The consumption dilemma

Philipp Staab is a soiologist and currently a researcher at the Institut für die Geschichte und Zukunft der Arbeit (In­
stitute for the History and Future of Work, igza.org). From 2008 to 2016 he was on the research staff of the Ham­
burg Institute for Social Research and an adjunct lecturer at the University of Kassel. His main areas of research are 
transformations of work, digital capitalism, social inequality, and political sociology. His book Power and Domi-
nation in the World of Service was published by Hamburger Edition in 2014.

Philipp Staab
False Promises: Growth in Digital Capitalism

Falsche Versprechen. Wachstum 
im digitalen Kapitalismus  
ca. 26 000 words
ISBN 978-3-86854-305-6
Hardback, September 2016 

Available rights
 All languages
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• � A reexamination of the period between the two world wars as a crucial phase in the 
emergence of modern democracies

• �� »There is something fascinating, encouraging ,and nonetheless alarminging about  
Müller’s undertaking, especially because he draws parallels to our times. 
— Erhard Eppler, Süddeutsche Zeitung

World War I was the »seminal catastrophe« of the twentieth century. In its wake came the 
development of modern democracy. Limitations to voting rights fell and modern knowl-
edge-based society was born. Many »old« democracies at last become democracies in every 
sense, and new democracies emerged throughout Europe at a rapid pace. Based on broad 
socio-political foundations, the establishment of the democratic welfare state commenced.
	 This perspective highlights the need to revise mainstream concepts of the interwar pe-
riod, concepts that all too often focus on the crises and political developments that led to 
World War II. Although in some states democracy soon was forced into a defensive posi-
tion—and the Weimar Republic, as the most modern democracy of the period, failed, lead-
ing to enormous upheaval in Europe’s center—Scandinavia, Great Britain, and the United 
States continued on the path of establishing social democracy.

To learn why modern democracies can fail, as well as how they can retain their stability 
and vitality in fundamental crises, we must examine the interwar period between World War 
I and World War II, an era in which our own political and social world was born.

Tim B. Müller is a historian and research fellow at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research. He is also an editor of 
the journal Zeitschrift für Ideengeschichte. His first book published by Hamburger Edition,  Krieger und Gelehrte: 
Herbert Marcuse und die Denksysteme im Kalten Krieg [ Warriors and Scholars: Herbert Marcuse and Cold War Cul-
ture], is a study of German émigrés in the US and their role in the  intellectual history of the Cold War.

Tim B. Müller
After World War I: Crisis and Survival of Modern Democracies

Nach dem ersten Weltkrieg: 
Lebensversuche moderner 
Demokratien
120 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-86854-279-0
Hardback, March 2014

Available rights
All languages
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Is demographic transition endangering the foundations of modern democracies? A unique 
fusion of perspectives—constitutional law, the sociology of space and infrastructure, and social 
policy analysis—offers stimulating answers

Despite widespread debates in recent years on demographic transition in Europe and in 
Western societies more generally, the issue of how population shrinkage and aging societies 
will affect practical politics in contemporary democracies has hardly been adequately ad-
dressed. Meanwhile, the proportion of the population that needs care continues to rise in 
relation to those who work and provide care; increasingly large rural areas face age-specific 
migration to a small number of growing urban centers. In the face of such developments, 
there can be little doubt that changes in democratic process as well as in the status and func-
tioning of the welfare state will be forthcoming.

In this topical essay, three scholars from the fields of public law, social structure analysis, 
and social policy examine the tensions between demography and democracy from three 
perspectives: the constitutional framework of contemporary welfare-state democracies, the 
status of these societies’ infrastructure and its effects on social space, and the architecture of 
the welfare state and policies of distribution.Their assessments highlight potential impacts 
of demographic transition on equality, individual and collective responsibility, and other 
principles on which contemporary social systems are based. Moreover, the authors outline 
perspectives for safeguarding these democratic and social foundations of our societies.

»Three professors … describe vividly the problems of the welfare state with  diminishing births, ageing populations, and 
migration…The authors call for constitutional safeguards for justice between the generations ... – Highly recom-
mended.« —Elke Günther, ekz-bibliotheksservice

Jens Kersten is a professor of public law at Ludwig Maximilians University Munich; his research has ranged from 
Georg Jellinek’s theory of the state to legal issues of human cloning. 
Claudia Neu is a professor of sociology at the University of Applied Sciences Niederrhein; her research interests 
include rural sociology, the sociology of households, and social structure analysis. 
Berthold Vogel is a sociologist at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and director of the Sociological 
Research Institute, University of Göttingen who focuses on the political sociology of inequality, the world of 
employment, and the welfare state and its public goods and services.

Jens Kersten, Claudia Neu, Berthold Vogel
Demography and Democracy: The Politicization of the 
Welfare State

Demografie und Demokratie:
Zur Politisierung des Wohlfahrt-
staates
152 pages, 110 x 175
ISBN 978-3-86854-253-0
Hardback, October 2012 

Available rights
All languages
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»This very informative survey examines such disparate movements as the Arab Spring and 
Occupy within the framework of one analysis… Taken together, this is a kind of social seismo-
graph of the present state of the world.« —Harald Welzer, Süddeutsche Zeitung

In 2011, the world was witness to unexpected and increasingly dramatic protests around the 
globe. Mass demonstrations in Arab states left some rulers with no choice but to abdicate. 
And with »Occupy Wall Street« in Manhattan, the rebellion arrived in the center of interna-
tional finance. Protests targeting the financial system spread like brush fires on every conti-
nent. Millions demanded control of financial markets and policies to combat the growing 
divide between rich and poor. What kind of movements are these? Who are the activists, 
what are their goals and prospects for success?

Wolfgang Kraushaar is a research fellow at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and has been a visiting pro­
fessor at universities in Berlin, Bejing, and Zürich. Protest movements and leftist terrorism since 1945 are the main 

themes of his research and many publications.

Der Aufruhr der Ausgebildeten:
Vom Arabischen Frühling  
zur Occupy-Bewegung
255 pages, 145 x 210 mm
ISBN 978-3-86854-246-2
Hardback, March 2012 

Rights sold
English (Sampark Publishing),
Hunagarian (Napvilág Kiadó)

Wolfgang Kraushaar
The Revolt of the Educated: From the Arab Spring to the 
Occupy Movement

»… in this slim volume Lorenz retraces the history of vandalism in a precise and highly 
readable account. She corrects the notion that mass destruction of property by youths is  
a phenomenon of modern society.« —Michael Jeismann, DIE ZEIT 

This analysis of the history of vandalism in Germany from the seventeenth century to reuni-
fication in 1989, which also cites examples from other eras and countries, demonstrates how 
academic and popular debates reflect shifting normative assumptions, collective self-images, 
and political crises.

»In this slim, elegantly argued volume … Lorenz examines a phenomenon that has always existed and has always been 
subject to diverse interpretations … One can hardly praise Maren Lorenz’s succinct book enough for having dissected 
these discursive mechanisms.« —Thomas Wörtche, Der Freitag

Maren Lorenz is a historian and lecturer at the University of Hamburg.

Vandalismus als Alltags
phänomen
158 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-86854-204-2
Hardback, February 2009

Available rights
All languages

Maren Lorenz
Vandalism as an Everyday Phenomenon
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»This is a small volume but one of considerable argumentative weight.«  
— Rainer Erb, Das Parlament

Klaus Holz analyses the activities, motivations and rhetoric of different anti-Semitic groups 
as they have recently emerged in various milieus, from European neo-Nazis to Islamic ter-
rorists. In all these contexts, manifestations of Anti-Semitism show an increasing structural 
and ideological affinity. Muslims and Christians, Arabs and Europeans of all political convic-
tions meet in today’s anti-Semitism.

»There is currently no better condensed account on this issue.« —Terz, Stattzeitung für Politik und Kultur in Düsseldorf 
und Umgebung

Klaus Holz, a sociologist, was a lecturer and researcher at the Universities of Freiburg and Leipzig and the Eco­

nomic University of Vienna; he now heads the Evangelisches Studienwerk Villigst.

Die Gegenwart des Antisemi
tismus: Islamistische, demokra
tische und antizionistische 
Judenfeindschaft
113 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-936096-59-0
Hardback, October 2005

Available rights
All languages

Klaus Holz
Islamist, Democratic, and Anti-Zionist Anti-Semitism

• � Ninth place, Best Non-fiction Books (Börsenblatt / Buchjournal / NDR/SZ)

• � Recommended by the editors of the weekly newspaper DIE ZEIT

These essays re-examine Rudi Dutschke and Andreas Baader, two charismatic leaders of 
Germany’s left—one seemingly the embodiment of a »new morality«, the other a personifi-
cation of infernal evil. Their common ground—admiration for the guerrillero, an affinity to 
violence, a commitment to escalation—are a key to understanding the history of Germany’s 
post-1945 left—and leftist terrorism.

»… readers who are seriously interested in violence as an issue in the years of the student movement should read this 
volume …« —Arno Widmann, Die Tageszeitung
»… an incisive polemic …« —Gerd Koenen, Die Zeit

Wolfgang Kraushaar, political scientist, Hamburg Institute for Social Research; Karin Wieland, political scientist, 
Hamburg Foundation for the Advancement of Research and Culture; Jan Philipp Reemtsma, director, Hamburg 
Institute for Social Research and professor of German literature. 
 

Rudi Dutschke Andreas Baader 
und die RAF
142 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-936096-54-5
Hardback, January 2005

Available rights
All languages

Wolfgang Kraushaar / Karin Wieland /  
Jan Philipp Reemtsma
Rudi Dutschke, Andreas Baader and the RAF
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Second place, Best Non-Fiction Book (Börsenblatt/Buchjournal/NDR/SZ)

A factual and highly-readable analysis of why Germany’s political class has failed to come to 
terms with the transition from a policy of »defense« to one aimed at achieving »security«. It 
outlines how political and military structures must be re-aligned and citizens obliged to 
contribute to a secure future.

»This book is not a cool survey of military policy and strategic thought in Germany, it is a wake-up call … Whoever has 
the slightest sense of what goes on in Berlin will agree with Naumann’s most important critique … « —Herfried Münkler, 
Die Welt 

»This book is so handy that it will fit into the pocket of every parliamentarian. And that is exactly where it should be … 
succeed[s] in doing something that seldom occurs with political books: Naumann has not only analyzed a problem 
precisely, he has supplied a roadmap for dealing with it.« —Thomas Speckmann, Die Zeit

Klaus Naumann is a historian at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research; who works on the politics of memory 
and relations between society and the military.

Einsatz ohne Ziel?   
Die Politikbedürftigkeit  
des Militärischen
138 pages, 110 x175 mm
ISBN 978-3-936096-98-9
Hardback, September 2008

Available rights
All languages

Klaus Naumann
Mission without a Goal? 
Why the Military Needs Politics

»Rather than just making appeals, Hankel offers concrete suggestions that are down-to-earth 
… deals with abstract issues of international law but with numerous examples that make the 
problems understandable for laypeople.« — Annette Wilmes, Deutschlandradio Kultur

Today’s wars differ fundamentally from those fought when the Hague and Geneva Conven-
tions defined the limits of war. These codes of war fail to deal adequately with the impacts of 
complex conflicts, especially with the growing number of civilians killed, further undermin-
ing acceptance of international interventions and agreements. Hankel analyzes key areas in 
which revisions are urgently needed and outlines how they can be implemented internation-
ally.

»… Hankel’s small memorandum is a highly topical text.« —Alexandra Kemmerer, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

Gerd Hankel is a scholar of legal affairs with the Hamburg Foundation for the Advancement of Research and 
Culture. His work centers on war crimes, mass violence, and national and international law. 

Das Tötungsverbot im Krieg
131 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-86854-224-0
Hardback, January 2011

Available rights
All languages

Gerd Hankel 
Limits to Killing in Today’s Wars
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»With his smoothly written essays, Hacke takes up political debates on the history of the 
German Federal Republic … This slim volume offers a fascinating read« — Zeitschrift für 
Politikwissenschaft

West Germany’s success story and its narrative of identity were long perceived as mere by-
products of its prospering economy; the post-1945 republic has even been called the »country 
without an idea«. Hacke’s analysis offers an overdue revision. The economic boom fostered 
not only a stable social order but also specific political ideas, while protest movements trig-
gered open-ended political debates.

»… sets a noteworthy and strong accent … For Hacke has indeed understood that ideas make policies.« —Thomas Meyer, 
Frankfurter Rundschau

Jens Hacke is a political scientist at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and lecturer at the Institute for Politi­

cal Science, University of Hamburg.

Die Bundesrepublik als Idee:  
Zur Legitimationsbedürftigkeit 
politischer Ordnung
129 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-86854-241-1
Hardback, September 2009

Available rights
All languages

Jens Hacke
The Federal Republic of Germany as an Idea:
Reflections on the Need to Justify a Political Order

»Jan Philipp Reemtsma observes our society with great precision. He has chosen the  
right moment to write a lucid book that challenges the erosion of fundamental legal norms.«  
— Peter Wien, arte

Jan Philipp Reemtsma argues that modern societies’ unambiguous and unequivocal rejection 
of torture cannot be abandoned without severely damaging and endangering our legal tradi-
tion. 

»Those who want to understand why a ›transformation … of German attitudes on legal issues‹ is perhaps taking place 
before our eyes will gain much from reading this book.« —Horst Meier, Literaturen

Jan Philipp Reemtsma is founder and director of the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and the Arno Schmidt 
Foundation and a professor of German literature at the University of Hamburg.

Folter im Rechtsstaat?
154 pages, 110 x 175 mm
ISBN 978-3-936096-55-2
Hardback, May 2005

Available rights
All languages

Jan Philipp Reemtsma
Torture in Constitutional States?
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Recently Published Translations
of Hamburger Edition Titles

Svenja Bethke
Dance on the Razor's Edge: Crime and 
Punishment in the Nazi Ghettos
Tanz auf Messers Schneide. Kriminalität 
und Recht in den Ghettos Warschau, 
Litzmannstadt und Wilna

2021: World English, University of 
Toronto Press

Carola Dietze
The Invention of Terrorism in Europe, 
Russia, and the United States
Die Erfindung des Terrorismus in 
Europa, Russland and den USA 
1858 – 1866

2021: World English, Verso Books

Sina Arnold
From Occupation to Occupy: 
Antisemitism and the Contemporary 
American Left
Das unsichtbare Vorurteil. 
Antisemitismusdiskurse in der  
US-amerikanischen Linken nach 9/11

2022: World English, Indiana University 
Press

Peter Waldmann
The Conservative Impulse:  
Change and the Experience of Loss
Der konservative Impuls.  
Wandel als Verlusterfahrung

2022: Spanish, LOM Ediciones / UAM 
Ediciones

Aaron Sahr
Keystroke Capitalism:  
How Banks Create Money for the Few
Keystroke-Kapitalismus.   
Ungleichheit auf Knopfdruck

2022: World English, Verso Books

Robert Kindler
Stalin’s Nomads: Power and  
Famine in Kazakhstan
Stalins Nomaden. Herrschaft und 
Hunger in Kasachstan

2023: Kazakh, Foliant
2018: World English, University of 
Pittsburgh Press
2017: Russian, Rosspen
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Jonas Kreienbaum
A Sad Fiasco: Colonial Concentration 
Camps in Southern Africa, 1900  – 1908
»Ein trauriges Fiasko«. Koloniale
Konzentrationslager um 1900 

2019: World English, Berghahn Books

Michael Wildt
An Uncompromising Generation: The 
Nazi Leadership of the Reich Security 
Main Office
Generation des Unbedingten. 
Das Führungskorps des 
Reichssicherheitshauptamtes

2019: Czech, Academia Nakladatelství
2010: World English, University of 
Wisconsin Press

Silvan Niedermeier
The Color of the Third Degree: Racism, 
Police Torture, and Civil Rights in the 
American South, 1930-1955
Rassismus und Bürgerrechte.
Polizeifolter im Süden der USA 
1930 – 1955

2019: World English, University of 
North Carolina Press

Catherine Colliot-Thélène
Democracy and Subjective Rights: 
Democracy without Demos
Demokratie ohne Volk

2020: Spanish, Herder Editorial
2017: World English, ECPR Press
2011: French, Presses Universitaires de 
France 

Matthias Fink
Srebrenica: Chronicle of a Genocide or
What Happened to Mirnes Osmanović 
Srebrenica. Chronologie eines Völker-
mords oder Was geschah mit Mirnes 
Osmanovic 

2022: Audio book, Bosnian, Dobra Knjiga
2020: Bosnian, Dobra Knjiga

Gerhard Wolf
Ideology and the Rationality of 
Domination: Nazi Germanization 
Policies in Poland
Ideologie und Herrschaftsrationalität.
Nationalsozialistische Germanisie
rungspolitik in Polen

2020: World English, Indiana University 
Press

Heinz Bude
Society of Fear
Gesellschaft der Angst

2020: Chinese, Peking University Press
2019: Slovak, Absynt
2017: World English, Polity Press
2017: Spanish, Herder Editorial
2015: Korean, Dongnyok Publishers

Regina Mühlhäuser
Sex and the Nazi Soldier: Violent, 
Commercial and Consensual Encounters 
during the War in the Soviet Union, 
1941 ‑ 45
Eroberungen. Sexuelle Beziehungen 
deutscher Soldaten in der Sowjetunion 
1941 bis 1945

2020: World English, Edinburgh 
University Press 
2015: Japanese, Iwanami Shoten
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